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Angle, Paul M., Editor. The Lincoln Reader. Rutgers 
University Press. Feb. 564p. $3.75. 


these days Democracy’s trial when her defenders are 
comparatively few and relatively lustreless more than 
opportune have new volume one who spoke the 
muscular, musical language our American way life. 
need not lightly dismiss this new, carefully edited 
work Paul Angle simply because adds nothing our 


vast store data Abraham Lincoln. Anything 
which helps better understand the simplicity and 
tugged poetry that was Lincoln’s heart and soul—and 
America’s sensitive conscience her most crucial hour— 

173) always opportune. 

the introductory note Angel says his purpose was not 

pick the best given author but choose that which 

1947.1 was most fit illustrate point. modest and pro- 

statement and the compilation more than sustains 

the original suspicion that the editor sought and often 

achieved the perfect combination what was best 

most fit. One hundred seventy-nine selections from sixty- 

authors have been arranged form 

biography. Mr. Angle very appropriately sets the stage 

White for each episode and then calls the very talented mem- 

his large cast create the dramatic mood and 

the text. The difficult task has been carried out 

almost mathematical precision and matchless timing. 

the reader upset marked changes style 

Ill despite the variegated offerings the many authors; even 

more rarely does the reader lose the sense sequence and 

dramatic suspense needed work this sort. 
Here, the Lincoln Reader, the filigree poetry Sand- 

1947. sings the mystic, muted music Lincoln’s heartbeat; 


Book the Month Club---February Selection 


here the scholarly analyses Randall reveal the cool, 
solid logic Lincoln’s mind; here, too the unvarnished 
story Herndon tells the every-day reactions his hero 
law-partner. This citation means completes the 
galaxy literary stars but the marquee too small 
admit the entire cast. Charnwood, Tarbell, Nicolay 
and Hay, Beveridge, Woldman, Schurz, Angel and host 
lesser luminaries contribute their stint toward explain- 
ing the man who was Lincoln. Even Lincoln himself 
called upon various times round out the story when 


1637 when New Englander’s frontier was his back- 
yard Samuel and Martha Lincoln left England settle 
Hingham, Massachusetts. The subsequent story the 
Lincoln clan parallels the steady march America west- 
ward. Across Pennsylvania, New Jersey and Virginia they 
spread, spilling eventually across the frontier into Ken- 
tucky where Abraham, grandfather our sixteenth presi- 
dent, lost his life the Indians 1784. Grandfather 
Abraham left widow and five children the youngest 
whom, Thomas, married Nancy Hanks. “On the morning 
February 12, Sunday,” says Sandburg, “the granny 
woman was there the (Lincoln) cabin. And she and 
Tom Lincoln and the moaning Nancy Hanks welcomed 
into world battle and blood, whispering dreams and 
wistful dust, new child, boy.” 


Young Abe early took his place responsibility the 
rough society where frontier inde- 
pendence without frontier boastfulness became the com- 
mon denominators his character. Into Indiana pere- 
grinated the Lincolns but when Nancy died 
Thomas retraced his steps Kentucky patently search 
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new wife and mother for his children. His choice 
was the widow, Sally Bush Johnston, who had rejected 
him earlier for more promising match with the local 
jailer. opened his suit exceedingly abrupt 
manner. “Well, Miss Johnston,” said he, have wife, 
and you have husband. came purpose marry 
you; knowed you from gal, and you knowed from 
boy. have time lose; and, you are willin’, let 
done straight off.” The next morning straight off 
the couple were married. Sally brought son and two 
daughters her own but showed discrimination 
against the step-children. She became exceedingly fond 
Abraham who returned the warm affection; always 
spoke her his “saintly mother” and before leaving 
Springfield for Washington take the oath office 
President the nation made pilgrimage visit the 
small Illinois farm where she was living. The new 
Lincoln brood returned Indiana; young Abraham was 
sent typical “blab” school where the motto was 
and larnin’” with liberal allowances for the 
former. the instincts, sacred the pro- 
gressivists, were not dulled under the rigorous regime for 
the student made the best scanty formal education. 
Lincoln reduced his life Indiana four words, “There 
grew up”. the spring 1830 the Lincolns were 
Illinois and Abe, now six feet four, twenty-one year old 
giant was ready embark his own career. First was 
New Salem, today Illinois state park, where 
served election clerk and later the duly elected cap- 
tain the rough, tough, comical town militia during the 
picturesque Black Hawk War. discharge re- 
newed his interrupted campaign for the state legislature 
state. significant that the outset his political 
career Lincoln chose often-defeated party opposed 
rabidly intolerant majority. This incident, rightly noted 
Nicolay and Hay and supported Angle “one 
the most important events his unfortunately 
receives extremely inadequate background treatment. 
Lincoln lost 1832, the only time was suffer defeat 
contest before the people. 


Four years after this defeat was elected the State 
Legislature where served continuously until 1846, the 
year which advanced the National Congress. 
the interim secured license practice law, moved 
from New Salem Springfield where became law 
partner first Stuart, later shrewd, capable 
Stephen Logan and finally young William Herndon, 
then inexperienced novice. Herndon and his “boss” 
maintained this close association for 
until assassin’s bullet dissolved the partnership. was 
during these years that Lincoln carried his ill-fated 
romance with the ethereal Ann Rutledge, and upon her 
death transferred his affections, unsuccessfully, Mary 
Owens. Finally, 1842 after dilatory courtship, 
married Mary behavior during these 
affairs hard fathom; certainly hobbledehoy ever 
comported himself with less graciousness and good com- 
monsense. Life with the neurotic Mary Todd was not 
always easy yet Lincoln exhibited loyalty and under- 
standing that was happy contrast his erratic court- 
ship behavior. 

1846 when Congressman Lincoln arrived Washing- 


ton the capital was dirty, sprawling town some forty 
thousand souls, fourth whom were negroes. The 
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Congress that year faced three important issues: (1) the 
Mexican War, (2) the forthcoming presidential elections 
and (3) the slavery problem. regard the war issue 
Lincoln consistently sided with those who were critical 
Polk’s handling the Mexicans; for this position was 
labelled the Benedict Arnold Illinois who “heaped 
black odium and infamy our living brave and illustrious 
dead”. Concerning the elections showed himself 
realist supporting Zachary Taylor, whom did not 
particularly admire, against his cherished hero, Henry 
Clay, simply because the latter had little chance 
cess. His position the most important problem 
slavery had not yet fully crystallized. was advo 
cate slave freedom those areas where slavery already 
existed but definitely opposed its extension. viewed 
the Abolitionists with alarm. “Abstractly and from the 
standpoint conscience, abhorred slavery,” said Hern- 
don. “But born Kentucky, and surrounded was 
slave-holding influences, absorbing their prejudices and 
following their line thought, not 
that should fail estimate properly the righteous in- 
dignation and unrestrained zeal Yankee Abolitionist.” 
This suspicion the New England element caused Wen- 
dell Philips later denounce him the “slave hound 
from recognized the necessity for uniting 
the various anti-slave groups into homogeneous organiza- 
tion yet late 1855 confessed his friend, Joshua 
Speed, that, although hating slavery bite lips and 
keep quiet”. And then very revealingly comes the back- 
ground for silence. “You (Speed) ought appreciate 
how much the great body Northern people crucify 
their feelings, order maintain their loyalty the 
Constitution and the Union”. There was the kernel:— 
the Union, must preserved. 


The congressional venture was pretty much fiasco; 
had alienated his constituents his war stand; had 
failed win presidential appointment Commissioner 
the General Land Office. Disgruntled, retired from 
politics devote himself exclusively the law. The re- 
tirement was short-lived, however, for January 1854 
Stephen Douglas introduced bill organize the terri- 
tories Kansas and Nebraska. The bill 
people territory decide whether slavery should 
permitted even areas heretofore closed that 
tion. This was the famous “squatter sovereignty“ theory 
although its author preferred the term 
eignty”. Lincoln was aroused action immediately. 
Politically was outcast and readily confessed 
bewilderment. That same year, with 
chronization, the Republican party was launched 
full scale and two years later with lusty shove Hern- 
don, Lincoln was avowed member the new party. 
the Philadelphia National Convention his name was 
mentioned prominently for the vice-presidential nomina- 
tion yet when apprised the news Lincoln remarked 
laconically, reckon ain’t me; there’s another great 
man Massachusetts named Lincoln, and reckon it’s 
him”. But was wrong his was 


HIM”. 


The Dred Scott decision and the efforts 
group pass the Lecompton Constitution for Kansas 
further aroused the Republicans. Buchanan made the 
admission Kansas under the Lecompton Constitution 
Democratic party issue and Senator Douglas’ courageous 
break with the party chieftain won him important new 
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adherents for the forthcoming senatorial contest 1858. 
Nevertheless, Douglas was still morally insensitive the 
evil slavery and based his opposition Buchanan 
the grounds that the Lecompton Constitution violated his 
cherished theory “popular sovereignty”. was during 
this senate contest 1858 that the celebrated Lincoln- 
Douglas debates occurred. James Randall, ex- 
able summarization, shows that both debaters 
the many larger issues and concentrated one 
unimportant aspect the slave problem, viz, 
the territories. Beveridge and Milton agree 
with Randall that the debates settled little. The true 
significance found the fact that the 
position Douglas certain phases enabled the Southern 
cause fatal schism the Democratic party 


further, helped advertise Lincoln until the latter 


became national figure. Douglas “won” the debates and 
the senate seat yet two years later Lincoln was the 
White House. Incidentally, the description the Re- 
publican convention Chicago brilliantly related 
year old Murat Halstead, reporting for the 
Cincinnati Commercial. Dec. 20, 1860 South Carolina 
passed her Ordinance Secession and the crisis was 
before Lincoln reached Washington. Worn, shrunken 
Taney with “the face galvanized corpse” put into the 
presidency the man had inadvertently helped arouse 
political lethargy one his own fateful decisions 
1857. 


Once office Lincoln weathered first serious cabinet 
Next, and with quite characteristic independence 
action, determined send food supplies Fort 
Sumter. was careful let the South know his 
intention sending relief mission but the an- 
was misunderstood and four thirty 
foggy April 12th morning the year 1861 Captain 
George James fired the first gun the war”. The next 
day the Fort surrendered with loss life either side 
forty hours fairly regular firing. The bloodless 
ushered one the bloodiest wars all history 
our “phony” war ushered savage, bloody 
postlude. The vicissitudes the war years are brilliantly 
Lincoln’s quest for man who would 
McClellan’s almost patholagical distrust the 
hounds” Washington, the clash between the Moni- 
and the Merrimac, the failure both Pope and Meade 
Measure expectations, and finally the entrusting 
leadership Grant are all faithfully recounted with 
loss unity dramatic timing. The years ground on. 
Gossips made capital Mrs. Lincoln’s eccentricities. 
lam Lincoln died. Then came and Vicksburg 
1864 portents brighter days. Finally April 
Appomatox Court House Lee surrendered 
Grant quiet ceremony designed give least offense 
the South. Already the time was reached make 
the solemn promises given Lincoln solemn 
his second inaugural bind the nation’s 


About week after the surrender Lincoln confided his 
wife and his friend, Ward Hill Lamon who tells the 
tory, the events singular dream had. The Presi- 
had dreamed being awakened incessant sob- 
and walking the East Room, discovered 
which rested corpse. Around the cata- 
were stationed soldiers guards honor. “Who 
inquired Lincoln. “The President,” replied 
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guard. “He was killed assassin.” This startling 
news actually awakened Lincoln who confessed his 
hearers that was able sleep more that night. 
fact had been greatly disturbed ever since. the 
fourteenth April before scheduled meeting with his 
cabinet Lincoln imparted some the dream details 
young Fred Seward. The night the fourteenth the 
Lincolns went Ford Theatre and the following day 
Abraham Lincoln was dead. Charnwood’s simple epi- 
logue which Angle uses with telling effect closes with 
quotation that worth remembering for our day. “As 
would not slave, would not master. This 
expressed idea democracy. Whatever differs from 
this, the extent the difference, democracy.— 
Lincoln.” 


Inevitably, collection like this there are minor flaws. 
One tires reading each new figure meets Lincoln for 
the first time, that the man was muscular, tall, gaunt; that 
spoke simply yet well; that had rich sense 
humor; that was transparently honest. The really 
amazing thing that the duplications are few. And 
matters selection one may always dispute. Some 
may prefer more the scholarly excerpts from Randall 
the soft-running poetry Sandburg. Yet both are well 
represented. All could profit from the reading. And 
Sandburg’s magnificent sequel the Gettysburg Address 
will come genuine thrill those—especially high- 
school age—who believe that speeches and history are 
dull and uninteresting. index and bibliography com- 
plete this splendid volume. 

Clarence Walton, Ph.D., 

University Scranton 

s 


Tarkington, Booth. The Show Piece. 
Jan. 23, 1947. 212p. $2.00. 


Twenty years ago, the publication new Tarkington 
novel would have rejoiced the hearts all those who read 
fiction; even his warmest admirers, think, would hardly 
deny that the publication this unfinished novel was 
mistake. Mrs. Tarkington, her Introduction, refers 
the book “the crown his life man and 
and explains her decision have the book pub- 
lished, for the most important way the book 
really had been finished; all here for people 
who care about the essence true that one 
does find out what the author intended happen the 
principal characters, that there none the “un- 
finished novel about the book that plagues the 
readers, say, Edwin Drood; the trouble here that one 
ceases, after the first chapter two, believe any 
Tarkington’s people, and hardly cares what becomes 
them. 


Doubleday. 


The Show Piece Irvie Pease, who fifteen when the 
book opens, and unsufferably conceited adolescent, ad- 
mired, for some peculiar reason, most his relatives 
and even the author who has created him, and who 
acts the narrator the book Irvie’s story. The atti- 
tude all the characters toward this repulsive child 
completely unbelievable, the subsequent attitude 
his contemporaries him when they grow 
foil Edgar Semple( qu. Simple?), his best friend, who 
asks nothing better than all the work and let young 
Pease take the credit; his naive statements purpose 
this effect, made the narrator, are incredible. 
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Naturally the cards for Edgar love Emma, and 
for Emma infatuated with Irvie; Emma has part 
the episode that reveals Irvie his fiancée, Mary 
Reame, for what is; the three them are caught 
squall while rowing from broken-down cabin cruiser 
shore party (that they are the dinghy all Irvie’s 
idea); Emma gives the directions that save them, and 
when they get shore Irvie acclaimed hero, which 
both and Emma seem feel the way things should 
be; this too much for Mary, though, and she leaves 
the story. 

Irvie goes through college with Edgar for roommate; Edgar 
does all the work, even virtually writing his friend’s 
graduation thesis, which the English department insists 
must “permanently placed the University Library” 
reference lasting merit”. Edgar continues 
this sort thing the law office which they join upon 
graduation, happy lark, apparently, his unbeliev- 
able role. 


All this comes end when Irvie finds irresistible 
rich and divorced Sylvia Prettiman, and marries her. This 
leaves Emma and Edgar loose ends, and anyone knows 
what will happen them. 


Except for the hero’s end-of-the-book marriage di- 
vorcee, there are almost moral questions raised the 
book, except that just plain dishonesty the kind that 
the world’s show-pieces are always coated with. But none 
these characters are real, and the situations are all 
pat and uninteresting, that difficult believe Mrs. 
Tarkington’s claim that Divine Providence made the pub- 
lication such trash inevitable. 


Morgenstern, George. Pearl Harbor. 
Jan. 20, 1947. xv, 440p. $3.00. 


George Morgenstern, though may unaware it, has 
written book vital importance every American and 
especially every veteran this past war. say the 
least, the book highly controversial; thorny 
the questions the Atomic historical chal- 
lenge the justice and honesty American diplomatic 
and military representatives. will not gain admittance 
into the homes our anglophiles. Its conclusions, sub- 
stantiated they are with superabundance evidence, 
can not ignored. 


Pearl Harbor presents clear and lucid style and with 
logic that devastating the reason why the American 
people should remember Pearl Harbor. That reason 
not “the unprovoked and dastardly attack” the Jap- 
anese while their ambassadors were still talking peace, 
the Rooseveltian lie would have the world believe. For 
the breaking the Jap Code messages prior November 
28th clearly manifested the President and his war- 
mongers that far the Japs were concerned, all diplo- 
matic relations were over, action was take place and 
ington was not fooled; they knew all. The reason for 
remembering Pearl Harbor can only the diabolical and 
insidious perfidy the War-time President and his care- 
fully selected civilian and military staff. They, the 
light documentary evidence, not the Nips, stand guilty 
the 3000 casualties Pearl Harbor well the 
“Death March Bataan” and the other atrocities the 
early days the war. They, and they alone, were guilty 


Devin-Adair. 


Morgenstern 
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the greatest act sabotage World War II, 
Morgenstern draws true conclusions from the facts pre. 
sents Pearl Harbor The Story the Secret War. 


Several his chapters, “The Back Door “AB, 
C.D. Alliance”, “Magic”, and “East Wind chal. 
lenge the sincerity the War-President; the Secretaries 
State and War; the Chiefs Staff and the ranking 
officials the Army and Navy Washington. Reading 
these chapters can not fail boil the blood veteran 
the Pacific Campaign. Prior Pearl Harbor, 
denced both the “Report the Joint Congressional 
Committee the Investigation the Pearl Harbor 
tack” and the intercepted Japanese diplomatic and spy 
messages, the President, the Secretaries State and 
War, the Chiefs Staff had full knowledge the break. 
ing diplomatic relations—that Japan had ordered her 
ambassadors the United States and her officials 
Hawaii destroy their code machines and secret files, 
The spy reports sent weekly Japan from Hawaii, 
mapped out the harbor into various sections; revealed the 
number and names the ships the harbor and their 
location; told any air activity and time went on, 
drawing nearer and nearer December the eighth, this 
information was most detailed, adding that lights the 
houses would guide the Japs in. What more information 
could required before one could certain Jap air 
attack Pearl Harbor? Our War cabinet had all this 
information and they failed send Hawaii, which 
had been ordered alert, but only against sabotage. Why 
was such vital information withheld? The President, Gen- 
eral Marshall and others give the following reasons which 
appear official reports and private diaries. Such in- 
formation was withheld because “We” did not want any 
our outposts take any action that might con- 
sidered the Japs overt act war. Consequently 
Hawaii was not put war-alert. Furthermore, “They” 
say, the American people were against any foreign war. 
enter war, unless attacked, without the declaration 
Congress was unconstitutional. The ABCD alliance 
had never been revealed Congress, the only means left 
for the war-mongers was force the Japs commit 
overt act. This was the great desire the President. 
This was his pledge Churchill and this obtained. 
The American people paid the war- 
cabinet meeting the White House, November 25, 
teen days before Pearl Harbor, Secretary Stimson said: 


“then the president brought entirely the rela- 
tions with the Japanese. brought the event that 
were likely attacked perhaps next Monday 
(December 1), for the Japanese are notorious for mak- 
ing attack without warning and the question was 
what should do. The question was how should 
maneuver them into the position firing the first shot 
without allowing too much danger ourselves” (p. 
292). 
Later the Chief Staff stated: 
“of course one anticipated that that overt act would 
the crippling the Pacific Fleet” (p. 293). 
The supposition clear. overt act was necessary and 
would cause both damage property and destruction 
lives. This the War-lords were willing pay. 
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been deliberately misinterpreted the author, then 
Morgenstern should censored. his book truly 
presents the case, then the facts demand more thorough 
airing that the American people, once betrayed these 
so-called leaders, can discover the guilty 
and refuse give them, their positions trust, another 
chance conceal vital secrets and important informa- 
tion, not only from Congress but from those they repre- 
This seems the obvious conclusion Mr. 
Morgenstern’s book, Pearl Harbor. May have million 
readers. 

Arthur North, 

University Scranton 


Evelyn. When the Going Was Good. Little, 
Jan. 1947. 314p. $3.00. 


The present volume comprises all that the author wishes 
reprint from his four travel books written between 1929 
and 1935. Not having read all four volumes, impos- 
sible pass judgment the comparative quality what 
has had reprinted and what evidently wants 
forgotten. But from what has chosen remem- 
bered by, one reader least feels strong urge get the 
four volumes and read them through. 


When the Going Was Good travel book, fact which 
links it, unfortunately, with certain type book which 
has been glorified contemporary writing, whose popu- 
larity due too often the genius the press-agent 


the advertising manager, too seldom the genius the 
writer. order dissociate Evelyn Waugh from this 
questionable company right the start, should said 
that this unpretentious book, unpretentious intel- 
lectually, politically, any other way that the com- 
mentators the current scene may choose pretend. 
Mr. Waugh, the time writing, was not all taken 
with the obsession that his presence certain place 
invested the events occurring there with peculiar and 
awful significance; and though unusual events and quite 
unusual people provide the material his writing, 
does not therefore fancy himself infallible oracle 
inspired prophet. This extraordinary restraint Mr. 
Waugh responsible part for the charm the book; 
after all, are little bit weary plane-borne 
prophets and one-world correspondents. 


The principal charm the book lies its tolerant kindli- 
ness, which may seem unusual virtue asso- 
with acknowledged master satire. There 
satire aplenty, but not mordant, not vicious, and when 
ithas spent itself the victim remains, not lovable char- 
acter, least decidely interesting human being. The 
author may describe native guide Abyssinia man 
whose dissolute appearance was only faint suggestion 
the real truth, but interesting for all that: not for 
his evil ways but for some small virtue guide. The 
Armenian hotel-keeper Harar was man without preju- 
dice scruples race, creed, morals any kind, with 
Opaque patches principle disturb the placid 
surface his mind, but the author could still find great 
delight his company and his opinions. All the in- 
numerable characters that people the book are human, 
hence proper subjects for the interest and the pen 
Mr. Waugh. does not idealize them through false 
nor does brutalize them through 


They 


false realism; simply tells about them. 


¥ 


are the people happened meet his travels, people 
with many vices, deceitful, indolent, dissolute, and with 
some few virtues, and they come life again highly 
individual human beings under the skillful touch the 
author. 

true, comment the Atlantic Monthly re- 
cently put it, that most the instructors English Liter- 
ature who voice wistful regret that they could never know 
Falstaff and his kind the flesh, would recoil horror 
they happened sit next portly, drunken wag 
trolley car, they would cherish even less personal con- 
tact with the varied acquaintance Mr. Waugh. But 
not too much hope that many them will enjoy the 
less offensive acquaintance the written word. 

This definitely not the sort travelogue. 
Mr. Waugh missed all the fighting Abyssinia, to- 
ether with all the other correspondents who filed on-the- 
spot cables raging battles; but one gets from Mr. Waugh 
what probably truer picture the strange ways 
armies, state officials, and emperors Abyssinia. 
attaches great importance the fact that happened 
travel devious routes into strange corners the 
world, and his writing, relieved the weight self-im- 
portance, that much more satisfying. 


This book most certainly not recommended those who 
crave action, who well with vicarious heroism, two 
degrees removed, they into action with the corre- 
spondents. That itself recommendation with em- 
phasis those who appreciate fine writing, shrewd obser- 


vation, just plain good books. 
Charles Denecke, 


Woodstock College, 
Woodstock, Maryland 


Haines, William Command Decision. 


Brown. Jan. 1947. 258p. $2.50. 


This novel tells the story “Operation Stitch” three 
day strategic bombing mission designed destroy German 
plane plants producing the new jet fighter whose per- 
formance threatens drive the American Air Force out 
the air over Germany. order avert this catastrophe 
which would prolong the war further cost human 
lives Brigadier General Casey Dennis sending his full 
division heavy bombers, three successive days 
clear weather, far into Germany beyond the range 
fighter cover though knows that the losses men and 
materials will tremendous. 

Because his immediate superior, Major General Kane, 
preoccupied fighting the political war with other serv- 
ices and with allies, Dennis permitted pick his own 
targets and operate his command discretion. 
begins “Operation Stitch” critical stage the aviation 
allocation program and accomplishes the first the three 
bombings successfully. the second mission there 
error target, only minor torpedo factory being wiped 
out although the losses are considerable. this point 
General Kane and General Garnett the staff Wash- 
ington enter the scene and are appalled Dennis’ losses. 
Kane tries halt the operation but Dennis, using every 
means his power, defeats Kane, Garnett and Con- 
gressional Committee get the second the three bomb- 
ings accomplished successfully. Then, after Kane had 
attempted duck responsibility sending recall mes- 
sage, ignored the bombers, the “Chief” Washington 
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relieved Dennis command, giving the division Gar- 
nett. last effort Dennis and Garnett’s conscience force 
the latter give orders for the third and final bombing. 
the story ends Dennis learns that command 
the newly formed division B-29’s the Pacific War. 


This story the burdens and dangers and intrigues and 
complexities high command has certain amount 
merit. The positions the two protagonists, Dennis and 
Kane, are clearly that there im- 
mediate danger which must met irregardless the 
cost men and materials the war won; Kane, 
that temporizing necessary the whole hard-won stra- 
tegic air program not wrecked. Almost all the 
action occurs Dennis’ office; there little the tech- 
nicality flying but what there appears authentic. 
The background material army customs and operations 
done fairly well. The major fault the story the 
condonation illicit sexual intercourse normal, 
necessary and even good thing. This situation brought 
several occasions and made the basis vulgar 
and almost abscene humor. Its inclusion limits the book 
adults. 
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Moffett, Langston. Devil the Tail. 
Jan. 27, 1947. $3.00. 


Gordon Sullivan, the hero this first novel, big boy 
with small soul who tries bloat his ego with alcohol. 
The money that perpetuates his unbroken drin comes 
conveniently enough from doting mother—a rather 
obtuse character who trusts her son implicitly, whose only 
justification for appearing the novel all happens 
her purse and not her person. 


With his mother’s financial aid, Gordon leaves wife and 
children, drinks his way Mexico and back, tries take 
cure rather free-and-easy sanitarium, spends some 
time with ineffectual parson the liberal type, tries 
drink Canada, returns New York, and finally given 
even the inevitable psychiatrist. long last, 
Gordon cures himself resorting his love painting. 
Gordon the artist heals Gordon the drunk, Gordon the 
man supersedes Gordon the immature and lives hap- 
pily ever after the bosom his family. 

Mr. Moffett’s writing shows the labor the file, for which 
backgrounds. Himself artist, best when dealing 
with colors and canvas subjects. Unfortunately, his char- 
acters lack depth, they are flat, two-dimensional beings 
floating the surface the story; his attempts, for in- 
stance, portray the rationalizations his tippling hero 
fall far short the master strokes Charles Jackson’s 
Lost Week-end. But then, Charles Jackson has said the 
last word alcoholism and there seems reason 
why anyone should bother read this book. 


University Scranton 
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Thayer, Religion Public Education. 
Press. Jan. 24, 1947. $2.75. 


This book intended sound the tocsin the increasing 
“encroachment” Religion Public an- 
alyze the trend thereto, show the fallacy the reasons 
therefor, prove the lack necessity thereof, and 


Lippincott. 


Viking 


Moffett Thayer 


Best 
| 

urge all “hold the American way insisting that would 
the school stick its How well the author accom. orders 
plishes his task will, doubtless, depend the schools, 
point view. This 
There are nine chapters the book proper with titles five bill 
follows: Religion Bores Within Public The 
State Separates from the Church; Secular School 
Born; Education Between Two Wars; The Case for Re. 
ligious Instruction; Can Our Public Schools Develop 
Sound Morality Without Instruction Religion?; Hou 
Religious Teaching Compromises the Task the hool; 
Shall the State Assist Non-public Schools? and The 
and Character Education. 
The chapter headings are expressive the contents 
each chapter except the following caes. Education All 
tween Two Wars discusses the circumstances that have 
supposedly led the re-introduction religion into the aid 
schools least far Bible reading, prayers, hymns 
and for religious instruction are concerned, 
The doubts and disillusionment following World War 
the depression, juvenile delinquency, confusion the 
schools under the impact mass education and the fear 
general that old foundations were washing away, has Fosdick, 
led many assume that religious instruction were Harper. 
how added the curriculum all would well again. This vol 
The author answers the question heading Chapter Six, Riverside 
Can Our Public Schools Develop Sound Morality With- 
out Instruction Religion? striving show that neither she 
democracy nor morality depend are unde the 
religion. points out that the religious liberals “if 
wrong when they maintain that religion can included 
school programs and the same time sectarianism can 
excluded. Little actual light thrown the problem 
how the schools can develop sound morality other than There 
the vague statement “This process (of developing Our 
sound morality) requires conscious formulation Things 


schools the principles they would have their pupils live 
fectly con 


and constant provision opportunties for young people 
develop qualities character, through 
harmony with these principles” (p. 114). 
the question “Shall the State Assist Non-Public Schools? 
resounding NO! with the rhetorical question 
“Shall the State, represented public school sys 

tem, officiate its own funeral?” (p. 159). 


apparent that the author has calm 
and fair dealing with this controversial question which 
has way developing much heat. does, however, 
drag the bugaboo way that does 
not seem pertinent. After quoting from the late 
Monsignor Johnson the Catholic position Religion 
Education, adds this gratuitous remark his own. 
might have added that since, Catholic 
the Church possesses infallibility, ranks first 
hierarchy education” (p. 82). 


n 


latter part the book, uses the statement, “that 
more than two million Roman Catholic children under 
thirteen years age are not attending parochial 
evidence the fact that Catholic parochial schools are 
failing hold the children their religious persuasion 
(p. 146). This contrary the facts. There has been 
steady increase attendance Catholic elementary 
and secondary schools over the past twenty-five and 
the latest figures for 1945 show the highest number, with 
total enrollment 2,500,000 children. More children 
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would enrolled Catholic schools religious teaching- 


orders were able supply the teachers staff more 
and the physical facilities were available. 


This book has been well-timed! appears just four 
bills for Federal Aid education are about 
Congress which now seems prepared 
take some action. has, speak “beaten the 
punch” another book now process printing which 
somewhat contrary position Religion Public 
Education. This latter book, which has been underway 
for many months, the result the joint effort 
committee headed Dr. Ernest Johnson Columbia 
Teachers College whose position religious education 
taken task Dr. Thayer the book under review. 


All who have professional interest the problem 
religious education and those who favor oppose federal 
non-public schools will well read this book. 


Edward Stanford, O.S.A., 
Augustinian College, 
Washington 17, 


Harry Emerson. Being Fit Live With. 
Harper. Nov. 29, 1946. ix, 219p. $2.00. 


This volume the well known Minister Emeritus 
Riverside Church New York City comprises twenty-five 
recently delivered that church. The title 
the book derived from the first sermon which exempli- 
the importance living Christ’s Commandment 
Love, “if are really fit live with, families, 
neighborhoods, nations and one world”. general, the 
other sermons fit surprisingly well with this title. 


There are sermons such common topics “Forgiving 
Our Enemies”, “Why Believe God”, “Worshiping 
Things Manufacture” and on. There are sermons 
develop with great cogency such ideas are imper- 
condensed the following sentences, each which 
jattempts epitomize sermon. living one’s life ac- 
Christ, the individual becomes part least 
the answer the pressing problems the day, rather 
than part the problem. Atomic science can leave 
anyone’s mind that science desperately needs the 
Christ “without whose mastery our new and 
powers shall indeed all perish”. Christianity 
must part daily living because life cannot 
livided the sacred and the secular. Legal coercion 
vill not make moral preserve our civilization with- 
the inspiration and help God. Real humility 
Christ taught true greatness. Usually “when 
evil get what want once and then pay for 


but when choose good have pay 


first before get it”. 


various sermons are uniform length, brief, well 
and each calculated drive home one central 
For the most part fundamental Christian truths 
applied common sense way the problems the 
day. There are some statements, mostly way 
illustration, with which Catholic reader will not 
but the basic truths brought out will find acceptance 
all thoughtful Christians. 


Edward Stanford, O.S.A., 
Augustinian College, 
Washington 17, 


Fosdick Cox Hoffman 191 


Cox, James Journey Through Years. Simon 
and Schuster. Dec. 19, 1946. 463p. $4.50. 


Although footnotes would perhaps have been out place 
this “popular” autobiography, would interesting 
know the sources information used Mr. Cox 
giving the story the last half century. Although 
was born 1870, the style and contents the book indi- 
cate that the years have not taken unduly heavy toll. 
The recollections that Mr. Cox has presented are con- 
cerned with his work newspaper publisher Ohio, 
Georgia, and Florida; with his career Congressman; 
with his three terms governor Ohio; with his attempt 
gain the presidency 1920; and with his many con- 
tacts with national leaders remote well more 
recent years. 

Always deeply conscious his obligation Ohio, Mr. 
Cox nevertheless includes not only the United States but 
Europe well his story. Loyal Wilson’s program 
during World War Cox adhered Wilson’s principles 
the campaign 1920. His remarks about the defeat 
the Treaty Versailles the Senate are presented 
under the chapter title “The Great Conspiracy”. Sena- 
tor Lodge given the harshest treatment accorded anyone 
the book. Cox was and unconvinced that the op- 
ponents the League were actuated anything save 
personal dislike for Wilson. Harding’s associates did not 
fare well, either, the chapter “The Ohio Gang”. Cox 
admits and deeply regrets the Protestant opposition 
Alfred Smith the campaign 1928. 


Very revealing though somewhat sketchy portraits are 
given Franklin Roosevelt, Champ Clark, William 
Jennings Bryan and countless others prominence. Con- 
siderable space devoted the Wright brothers and 
their contribution aviation. Many sensible remarks are 
made the labor problem and racial issues. Possibly 
Cox somewhat too generous imputing good motives 
others; some will say that critical spirit does not per- 
meate the pages. That may true, but with the distrust 
for everyone and everything frightfully evident today 
national and international affairs, bit Christian 
charity seems very refreshing. Every high school and 
college library should buy copy this book. 


Paul, Kiniery, Ph.D., 


Loyola University, Chicago 


e 


Hoffman, Young and Fair Iowa. 
College Press, Dubuque, Iowa, 1946. 298p. 


Again the author Antique Dubuque and other histori- 
cal accounts and the Midwest has demonstrated 
his knowledge pioneer days, this time through the 
medium fiction recreating the history the tall corn 
state from 1834 1857. For the main characters his 
adventurous romance has invented eleven fictional 
people who get along very well with the forty-six persons 
historical record. Since this centennial novel 
Father Hoffman has concentrated somewhat more in- 
troducing names and dates and details history than 
the story. Yet the account the winning Catholic 
Julie the free-thinking New Englander Eli- 
phalet Foster, who converted before his marriage, 
handled creditably. hesitation recommend 
for general reading. 
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Gibbings, Robert. 


Blue Angels and Whales. Dut- 


ton. Nov. 15, 1946. 153p. $3.00. 


This book presents leisurely account the author’s 
experiences and observations studying and drawing the 
inhabitants coral reefs. Gibbings, well-known artist 
and naturalist, became interested the bizarre shapes and 
brilliant colors the reef fishes Tahiti and has followed 
this interest visiting the fishes their native habitats 
with the use diving helmet. The present work 
principally concerned with the reefs Bermuda and the 
Red Sea. The fishes themselves are charmingly described 
and beautifully illustrated but much the interest the 
book lies the thoughts which the fishes arouse the 
mind the author and his experiences traveling 
some the out-of-the-way parts the world where his 
studies were made. Bits moving prose, touches 
deft humour and innumerable strange facts natural 
history are intermixed with straightforward accounts 
the life and habits the denizens the deep. All com- 
bine make little work which, though lacking con- 
tinuity, makes enchanting reading for hour relaxation. 


Gardner Lynn, 
Department Biology, 
Catholic University 


1946 Intercollegiate Literary Fellowship 
Prize Novel 


Kehoe, Karon. City the Sun. Dodd, Mead. Nov. 
12, 1946. 269p. $2.50. 


Early 1942 the people and government the United 
States participated the perpetration injustice that 
long will remain infamously black chapter our 
national history. Yielding expediency the interests 
fighting war for world freedom deprived 
trarily segment American citizenry their constitu- 
tionally guaranteed freedom when interned and relo- 
cated the Japanese-Americans who, for generations, had 
lived the peace and security American freedom. 
Hampered and harassed for years state legislation, 
enacted under the influence the “Yellow Peril” scare, 
these unfortunates found themselves, war’s beginning, 
the victims unreasoning hysteria which drove them 
from homes and livelihood within few short weeks. 
What happened these Japanese-Americans the sub- 
ject Karon Kehoe’s first and prize-winning novel. The 
scene the Relocation Center Maricopa the Arizona 
desert—the time 1942. 


The Matsukis had been respected and average Los 
Angeles family for years with Katsuji well known social 
worker, Tsuyo gentle housewife and loving mother and 
Hiroto, known “Coke”, whose outlook was that the 
average pre-adolescent American boy. Some months be- 
fore the war Tsuyo had been injured accident and 
any severe emotional stress evoked corresponding physi- 
cal shock. Then came Pearl Harbor and Katsuji was 
removed the F.B.I. internment camp and held 
for months without the hearing which eventually cleared 
him and permitted him return his family. Shortly 
after Katsuji’s internment Tsuyo and Coke were removed, 
without opportunity care for dispose property, 
Assembly Center and then the Relocation Center 
Maricopa, barracks city built the Arizona desert. 
There ten thousand Japanese-Americans were forced 
live under primitive conditions, killing heat, with in- 


adequate facilities, under partially 
frequently inefficient control, resentful the injustice 
done them, unable utilize their skills, fearful and up. 
certain the future and almost hopeless. The 
was inevitable bitter cynicism deterioration the 
elders, warped development the children. Tsuyo suf. 
fered keenly and aged considerably under the ordeal, 
Coke fell under the influence evil companions, finding 
satisfaction homosexuality and adolescent gangsterism, 
Neither Tsuyo nor Katsuji, when rejoined the family, 
had any success counteracting the influence the 
environment upon Coke. 

Though deeply despondent Katsuji and Tsuyo still 
operated with the authorities attempting salvage 
their lives American citizens but with little 
Some their compatriots volunteered for military service, 
others attempted relocation, others choose repatriation, 
Each course was fraught with disadvantages but the 
Matsukis choose unhesitatingly attempt fresh 
Americans when suitable opportunity should offer, 
But even that was denied them when Coke’s escapades 
were discovered and they were forced accept anything 
available outside Maricopa the story ends. 


Though potentially valuable arousing sense shame 
over our shortcomings the practice democracy, this 
story the effects racial prejudice and injustice upon 
average family never quite lives the importance 
its central theme. That theme fairly well and 
rectly, though incompletely, presented never fully 
developed nor does the author penetrate far below the 
surface her characters. The writing rather uneven 
although there are occasional telling phrases, such as, the 
description center inhabitants “refugees—from 
The inclusion profanity, vulgarity and 
rather suggestive introduction acts homosexuality 
renders the book unsuitable for adolescents and for some 
adults. However may suitable for the mature adult 
reader though deserves high recommendation. 


Robinson, Victor. Victory Over Pain. Schuman. 


Oct. 16, 1946. 338p. $3.50. 


Doctor Robinson already well known popular writer 
the realm matters medical. has written previous 
popularizations dealing with the history medicine and 
acknowledged authority that field, being Professor 
the History Medicine the Medical School 
avoid the major pitfalls that career; neither 
simplifies problems nor waxes overly enthusiastic over 
progress made. Neither does write sugary 
most his ilk, but rather simple, straight-forward 
language tells story easily comprehensible the 
age reader. this book Doctor Robinson has essayed 
tell again the story one the favorite chapters medi- 
cal history favorite because was this field that 
American medical research first doffed its swaddling 
clothes and returned gift knowledge the mother 
continent which had carefully nourished 
the story the discovery and development anaesthesia 
—whereby pain was lessened and the development 
surgery made possible. 

usual, Doctor Robinson begins with the fumbling 
tempts the ancients produce insensibility pain 
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through the use various potions brewed from plants such 
the poppy, hemp and mandragora with liberal resort 
alcohol soporific. indicates that little progress 
was made for 1800 years and that was not until the 


the Century that the precursors anaesthesia arrived 
the scene. These were men within whose hands the 
ordeal, discovery almost lay but who, for some reason 
never quite succeeded grasping it. Sir Hum- 
Davy, the famous chemist, for example, tested 
family, oxide (laughing gas) upon himself and knew some 
the pharmacological properties but never developed its 

Henry Hickman produced unconsciousness 
still substituting Carbon dioxide for Oxygen 
(the first use gas anaesthesia) but never 
success, interesting others his process; the mes- 
service, produced insensibility useful many types 
patriation. through hypnosis suggestion but never attained 
but the fnal success. Still pain ruled supreme—still surgery was 
fresh start dreaded last resort. 


Then Century came the great moment 
Horace Wells used nitrous oxide for painless tooth ex- 
anything William Morton administered ether for 

operation the Massachusetts General Hospital. Soon 
shame Long adduced his claims priority the use 
cracy, this ether and then Charles Jackson claimed that had, 
stice upon result his own earlier experiments, advised Morton 
mportance use ether. Then came the famous controversy among 
and cor four ending shame, dishonor, grief, insanity, suicide 
fully death. The author’s method treating this subject 
below the devote chapter the history each man and his 
uneven and then devote separate chapter 
the controversy with but little analytic discussion the 
—from |merits each man’s claim. then discusses the recep- 
and anaesthesia Europe, enthusiastic but with some 
Through the careers Samuel Guthrie, James 
for some and John Snow the story the development 
iture adult then told. Benjamin Richardson and 
‘jon. Carl Koller are credited with the development local 
final section discusses the development 
nodern methods and drugs. There are twilight sleep, 
respiration, continuous caudal, rectal, spinal, 
intravenous and refrigeration anaesthesia. 


Schuman. 
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The author tells the benefits and shortcomings each 
ind warns against expecting too much them. also 
that these methods must used only skilled 
Ethylene, cyclopropane, divinyl ether and curare 
the contributions the 20th Century the list 
aphy and index. The moral problems connected with 
use anaesthesia are not discussed and the few 
where moral question might raised the author 
‘cautious and says little. the whole the book suit- 
for adults and for most high school students, especi- 
the older ones. 


Nouy, Lecomte. Human Destiny. Longmans. 


14, 289p. $3.50. 


much good this book. Much that 
good. But these statements are made under the 
that, far Catholics are concerned, should 
read professional men, those well grounded 
and interested the world ideas. The 


thing the book the discussion Chance, 
great lucidity applied the explanation the 
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mathematics Chance and the impossibility mere 
Chance satisfactory explanation of, for instance, the 
origin Life. 


The author’s ideas evolution (before begins take 
the moral evolution Man) are many, some them 
good, and all them stimulating. The contrast between 
the inorganic and the vital; the distinction between mech- 
anisms such adaptation natural selection and the 
great force finalism; the discontinuity evidenced the 
apparition man the scene these are fruitful dis- 
cussions for those interested the problem evolution. 
And the emphasis finalism refreshing after reading 
older materialistic and “rational” authors. 


The subsequent emphasis, when dealing with Man, the 
moral plane, human dignity, the need for moral 
education and particularly the inculcation justice, 
all the good. But they will read with great im- 
pression originality Catholics, who have been stress- 
ing these principles and more for long time now! They 
will welcome any expression truth, but little 
startled these well-known theses the author’s 
discovery that true science and true religion 
conflict. general, the sincerity behind many expressions 
reverence for the Christian heritage and principles 
indubitable. whole tone this book lofty, and 
obviously proceeds from noble soul, well from 
scientific one. And the scientific standing Lecomte 
Noiiy there can doubt. 


However, must condition these praises with lengthy 
list anthropological, philosophical and theological errors. 
And there are some which fall under more than one 
these headings. These errors utterly vitiate especially the 


second half the book. 


Passing incidental mistakes, such the statement that 
the Cro-Magnon race was excessively tall (which was 
not) and the statement that the burials the famous 
Grotte des Enfants Menton were Neanderthal age, 
balk admitting that the “primitives” are were 
such underdeveloped creatures the author makes out. 
The work Father Schmidt and others has long since 
disposed the idea that “primitives” are pre-logical 
equipped merely with superstitution for religion. fact, 
the “primitives” lowest any technological scale possess 
remarkably high religious ideas; the old nineteenth cen- 
tury unilinear evolutionistic idea that modern pure re- 
ligious concepts are the product evolution from the 
direct opposite among the “primitives” has become passé. 
comes something shock learn that the esthetic 
sense, whose products have been preserved for 
Upper Paleolithic cave art, the primitive source 
intelligence. The manufacture purposive and often 
complicated tools long before that, well as, for instance, 
burial and religious practices among the Neanderthalians, 
would certainly seem indicate that not have 
wait for the highly developed art the Magdalenian for 
the beginning intelligence! That the belief after- 
life, personal immortality, sprang into being purely 
the result projection incredible. also difficult 
encompass the idea that the initial use fire brought 
man step nearer the appreciation Creator, because 
occasioned the creation imaginary deity! 

This naiveté matters philosophical manifested also 
the first pages the book, which inadequate dis- 
cussion the concept cause and epistemology and 
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the true nature physical certitude given. That the 
superior intelligence, liberty and morality Man, which 
treated with such reverence throughout the book, 
simply the working the material brain level which 
closed off from our present investigation position 
which outdoes that harmless Wonderland where Alice 
once found that logic was beside the point. fact, the 
author gradually reveals that Emergent Evolu- 
tionist heart, and Emergent Evolution ever explained 
anything, philosophically, this reviewer would appreciate 
being informed. 


Theologically, the fundamental fault utter humani- 
tarianism; addition there confusion the super- 
natural and the natural spheres. Let remark the 
second fault first. Original sin not simply the remains 
the animal against which must fight and 
which must conquer the moral evolution Man 
proceed. the privation supernatural good and 
gift God. Christ was not simply the most perfect Man 
that ever lived, specimen that truly perfect and spir- 
itual Man toward which the human race evolving. 
aside let add that know evidence that the 
evolving toto toward superior race all. 
The simple fact the matter that writing 
about the spiritual life Man not possible, one omits 
Revelation and the supernatural. The mere teaching 
universal history, superior moral training, the realization 
the dignity Man and men, all these, although good 
themselves, are not enough—not since the advent 


Christ the God-Man into the world. 


Specifically, also, ought mention the approval all 
religions, equally good, striving toward the same end 
although different routes (except that the superior 
merits Christianity are fairly often mentioned. must 
recognize the existence the world many sincere and 
ignorant souls, and know that God takes care them; 
but that does not place their religious beliefs objec- 
tive par with the true revealed religion. The plea for 
the “Church” put off sundry accretions super- 
stitious nature has familiar ring. The very indefiniteness 
the object this plea makes wait for more specific 
charges before becoming excited. fact, just who 
what the “Church” is, according the author, not 
defined. The error, however, which fundamental, and 
the error which easily accepted many our time, 
that utter humanitarianism. Man, superior race 
the same, not the goal Man. Just immor- 
tality which consists solely the good effects can leave 
behind the world not immortality all, beau- 
tifully conceived moral evolution which does not have 
God its goal fiction, and fiction the most de- 
testable consequences. God the goal Man. 


said the first paragraph that this book should safely 
read those professional men “interested the world 
ideas”. was thinking the first part the book, and 
think those who have, for example, the duty teaching 
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philosophy, will derive some profit and stimuation from 
the author’s discussion chance and evolution. Those 
professional men whose duty pastoral already know 
more morality, and can learn more from Catholic books, 


than from this one. 
Franklin Ewing, 
Fordham University, 
New York City 


Volume No. 19, the price Lydia Bailey 
Kenneth Roberts was incorrectly given $5.00. The 
correct price the book $3.00. 
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